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Relationships in The Great Gatsby
The relationships between Tom and Myrtle and Gatsby and Daisy are both extra-marital affairs. These affairs are set against the backdrop of the peak of the American Dream when wealth became the sole focus in life for a large number of people in American society. Gatsby fell in love with Daisy and sought riches using both legal and illegal means in order to feel worthy of her presence. He also understood that being rich was the only way to win her heart. Myrtle fell in love with Tom as she believed he was her ticket into the high class of society. The two relationships were similar in that both were lopsided. They each had one individual who was truly in love with the other while the other individual only saw the relationship as another affair. Tom and Daisy saw their affairs as just that and nothing more while Gatsby and Myrtle believed that they had futures with their respective love interests. The two relationships were also similar in that they were both influenced by the American Dream. Myrtle thought that by being with Tom she would be able to achieve her dream of belonging to the wealthy class of American society. Gatsby believed that his new-found wealth gave him the best chance of marrying Daisy, whom he loved from more than five years before the setting in the book. The third similarity is how Daisy and Tom exhibit the negative traits of the wealthy. They do not regard the feelings of Gatsby and Myrtle who each have more long-term expectations out of those affairs. Tom and Daisy show that wealth does not equal happiness as portrayed by the American Dream. Tom is inconsiderate of Myrtle and continues to see other women. He even physically abuses Myrtle because he does not consider the consequences of his actions. Daisy does not show that she values Gatsby’s feelings and reaffirms that she would still choose Tom because he has more net wealth than Gatsby. 
There is a notable difference in these two relationships. In the case of Tom and Myrtle, their relationships only begins with the book and it is driven by physical attraction. The relationship between Gatsby and Daisy is more long-term and is said to have started five years prior to the events of the book. In addition, there is more of an emotional attraction as Gatsby is deeply in love with Daisy while she also has a liking for him although she consistently shows that she loves wealth more than anything or anyone. 
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